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1. This international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) is issued by the International Bureau on behalf of the 
International Searching Authority under Rule 44 6/5.1 (a). 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

t 

In the attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion of the International Searching Authority should be read as a reference 
to the international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) instead. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 





Box No. I 


Basis of the report 


□ 


Box No. n 


Priority 


□ 


Box No. m 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 


□ 


Box No. IV 


Lack of unity of invention 




Box No. V 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 


□ 


Box No. VI 


Certain documents cited 


□ 


Box No. Vn 


Certain defects in the international application 




Box No. Vm 


Certain observations on the international application 



4. The International Bureau will communicate this report to designated Offices in accordance with Rules A4bis3{c) and 93bb.l but 
not, except where the applicant makes an express request under Article 23(2), before the expiration of 30 months from the priority 
date (Rule AAbis .2). 





Date of issuance of this report 

04 November 2005 (04.1 1 .2005) 


The International Bureau of WlPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
121 1 Geneva 20, Swilzeriand 

Facsimile No. +41 22 740 14 35 


Authorized officer 

Nora Lindner 

Telephone No. 44 1 22 338 89 65 



Fomi PCT/IB/373 (January 2004) 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

From the 

INTCRNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORTTY 



To: 

JO KATHERINE D'AMBROSIO 
D'AMBROSIO & ASSOCIATES. P.L.L.C. 
10260 WESTHEIMER ROAD. SUTTB 465 
HOUSTON. TX 77042 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 

SEVR266STWP-PCT 
International application No. 



PCX 



RECEIVED 

1 1I OCT 2004 



WlPO 



PCT 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

(PCT Rule 43to.l) 



Date of mailing onnil 
(day/monthfyear) ft7nrJ/_ljlJ4 
FOR FURTHER ACTION 



PCT/US04/13669 



See paragraph 2 below 




29 Aprfl 2004 (29.04.2004) 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and IPC 

IPCC7): C02F 3/00 and US CI.: 210/607. 610, 739. 2 03. 253 
Applicant 

SEVERN TRENT WATER PURIFICATION. INC 
1. This opinion contains indications relating to the fbUowing items: 



Priority date iday/morah/year) 
01 May 2003(01.05.2003) 




Box No. I 
I I Box No. II 
I I Box No. in 
I I Box No. IV 
Box No. V 




I I Box No. VI 
I I Box No. Vn 
I I Box No. Vm 



Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial appUcability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43/;ty.l(a)(i) with rcganl to novelty, Inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects hi the mtemational application 

Certain observations on the international application 



2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for internatioml preliminary examination is made, this opinion will be considered to be a written opinion of the 
^TT^J"^^^"^^ ^"^^^ ^^^«P^ not apply Where the3^^ an 

tfZV^"' w '^''''^ "^^^^^ InterSSu^onal Bureau S^e J) 

that written opuiions of this International Searching Audiority will not be so considered. oo. 

IP?A ^« considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA. the applicant is invited to submit to the 

maUing of Form PCT/ISA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, whichever expires later 
For further options, see Form PCT/ISA/220. 



3. For fiirther details, see notes to Form P(7r/ISA/220. 
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Authorized officer 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF TUK 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 


Imeniationai application No. 
PCr/US04/13669 


Box No. I Basis of this opinion 


1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been* established on the basis of the international application in the language in which 
it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. - 


1 1 This ODinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the orii^inal language into the fbllowine lansuage 
wtddi is die language of a translation furnished for the purposes of mtemational search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)}. 


2. With regard to any nndeotide and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the international application and necessaiy to the 
claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 


a. type of material 




1 1 a sequence listing 

* 




1 1 table(s) related to the sequenoe'listing 




b. format of material 




1 1 in written format 




1 1 in computer readable form 




c. dme of filing/fUmishing 




1 1 contained in international application as filed. 




1 1 filed together widi the international application hi computer readable form. 


1 1 furnished subsequently to this Authority for die purposes of search. / 


3. Q In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto has been 
filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in 
the application as filed or does not go beyond die application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 


4. Additional comments: 

• 

1 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF TBDE 
IP^TTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCTAJS04/13669 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43 6i5.1(a)0) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applic ability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) Claims 1-25 ^YES 

Claims NONE .NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 1-25 YES 

Claims NONE ^NO 

Industrial s^pIicabiUty (lA) Claims 1:25 ^YES 

Claims NONE NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

Claims 1 - 25 meet the criteria set out in PCX Article 33(2H3), because the prior art does not teach or feirly suggest a multiple filter 
unit filtration system in which fewer than all units are operated in filtration-only mode while the remaining units are operated in 
denitrification mode, or such method of operating the same. 

Claims 1 • 25 meet the criteria set out in PCX Article 33(4), and thus have industrial applicability because the subject matter claimed 
can be made or used in industry. 
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